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* Memoirs of the Earl of Clare, Lord High Chancellor of 
Ireland. 


[From the new Edition of «* Public Characters of 1798-9.”’] 


HETHER we confider the importance refulting from 
official fituation, or that which great aétivity, con- 
fiderable talents, and indefatigable zeal, always attach te 
their pofleffor, this nobleman is certainly the firft man in the 
Irith adminiftration. Whatever may be the fate of that un- 
happy country, fo far as that fate is influenced by the prefent 
conteft, it may be fairly attributed to his wifdom or his 
weaknefs, to his firmnefs or his folly. 

Lord Clare, although now occupying the higheft law- 
office in Ireland, and poffefling almoft unlimited influence in 
its councils, cannot boaft a long line of noble anceftors. 

He is removed but two degrees from a man in the humbleft 
walk of fociety—a Catholic peafant—whofe life was dif 
tinguifhed only by a gradual tranfition from extreme poverty 
to an honourable competency, and that too acquired by ufe- 
ful induftry. 

With the change produced inthe circumftances of the 
family, a change feems to have alfo taken place in its creed, 
for while yet a very young man, we find the late Mr. Fitz- 
gibbon, his Lordfhip’s father, a ftaunch and zealous Protef- 
tant. It is faid, however, that he was originally deftined to 
officiate at a Popifh altar, and that he had aétually received 
the education deemed neceffary to fit him for that flation. 
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If this account be true, it is at leaft certain that either the 
maturity of his judgment, or a change in his views, foon 
made him recant his errors; for he was yet in early life, 
when he was called tothe Irifh bar, to which Catholics were 
then inadmiflible, and at which he afterwards became a 
highly-efteemed and fuccefsful pleader. 

During that period, the bufinefs of the courts was mo- 
nopolized by a few eminent barrifters ; but the talents and 
the induftry of Mr. Fitzgibbon forced him forward in fpite 
of envy, and in a few years he himfelf became one of thofe 
who, in fome refpeéts, claimed all the honours and the emo. 
luments of the profeflion. So fuccefsful, indeed, was he, 
that, in the courfe of a life not uncommonly long, he is faid 
to have realifeda fortune of nearly 8000]. per annum. 

Of this gentleman, Lord Clare was the only fon. A pro 
feffion in which the father had been fo fuccefsful, was na- 
turally chofen by bim for a favourite child, who was to 
fupport the future fortunes and honours of the family. He 
was accordingly entered, at an early age, a ftudent of the 
univerfity of Dublin, where he was contemporary with fome 
of the moft celebrated men who have diftinguifhed them- 
felves in all the recent and important tranfaétions that have 
occurred in Ireland ; fuch as the late Mr. Flood, Mr. Grat- 
tan, Mr. Fofler, the prefent Speaker of the lrilh Commons, 
&c. Heis yet remembered by fome of the old members 
of that feminary, on account of the ability and induftry 
which even then marked his charatter. 

Having completed his courfe of collegiate ftudies, and 
kept his terms atthe Temple, he was at length called to the 
Irifh bar, with advantages poffeffed by few at the outfet of 
life, and thefe were fupported by a high chara¢ler, and a for- 
tune which, even independent of any increafe from the fuc- 
cefs of torenfic labours, fecured to him fomething infinitely 
beyond acompeience. Affluence, however, did not produce 
in Mr. Fitzgibbon what is too commonly tts effeé on the 


vouthful mind—an indolent apathy. His afliduity in pro- 
feflioral purfuiis was net excceded by any of his rivals 
at the bar ; and.though there was no man who drank more 
deeply of the cup of pleafure, yet few toiled through more 
bufivefs, or in the difcharge of at dt{played more af that 


his the refult only of attentive 


accuracy of knowledge wh: 
induitry. 

It was by the obfervance of arule of dife which none but 
ftrong minds have ever preicribed tu themfelves, namely, 
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* to fuffer no portion of time to pafs without filling it either 
with bufinefs or with pleafure,” that Mr. Fitzgibbon was 
enabled to unite thofe generally incompatible purfuits. 
With fuch application, and with talents certainly above the 
common level, though, perhaps, far below that at which his 
friends would place them, he foon rofe to eminence. 

In the Houfe of Commons, of which he became a Mem- 
ber forthe Univerfity , 1776, fhortly after his call to the bar ; 


by the operation of this principle, aided by a kind of elo. ' 


quence, which, though it was neither very brilliant, nor very 
perfuafive, yet being accompanied by a certain air of con- 
fident fuperiority, a confiderable effe€&t was produced ; and 
he was foon efteemed one of the moft efficient fupporters of 
the party he efpoufed. 

Without affe&ting popularity at any time, he launched 
into political life, uninvited, and unbought, the partifan of 
the court, and the profeffed contemner of the profanum 
vulgus : In this fentiment he has been wonderfully con- 
fiftent. From his firft entrance he has not, in one fingle in- 
ftance, ftarted from the track before him. His condué& has 
been marked by an unvaried and uniform fupport of the 
Britifh cabinet, and an avowed, perhaps a revolting con- 
tempt, for the principles, motives, and objeéts, of what has 
been calledthe popular party. 

He had not been long in Parliament, before the calamities 
brought upon Ireland by the continuance of the American 
conteit, rendered it neceflary to feek, in an enlargement of 
her commerce, for fome remedy againft a general bankruptcy. 
The Commons, urged by the cries of | a famifhing pcople, 
called for what was then denominated “ a free trade,”’ and 
Mr. Fitzgibbon, much to his honour, did not oppofe the ap- 
plication. ‘The defencelefs ftate in which the kingdom had 
been left, by drawing off the troops to ferve ona diftant 
continent, fuggefted to the community the neceffity of 
arming for felf-detence. Mr. Fitzgibbon appeared in the 
ranks as a private ; but it would be unjuft to charge him with 
Participating in thofe high-flown fentiments of national 
pride, and love of freedom, which foon began to a€tuate thc 
volunteer army, and which, no doubt, gave fome ftrength to 
the fubfequent declaration of legiflative independence by the 
Irifh Parliament. He rather feemed to be carried forward 
by the irrefiftible impulfe of national fentiment, than to have 
advanced with it toward the goal. Accordingly, when an 
Gccafion occurred of retiring without difhonour from a 
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caufe fo littie congenial to his prmciples, he feparated from 
the vulgar herd. The moment chofen by him was during 
the difcuffion of the long-agitated quettion, relative to the 
fimple repeal of the fixth of Geo. III. From that time to 
the prefent he has continued the zealous advocate for a ftrong 
and energetic government, and the powerful opponent of 
every man who attempted to reform, or innovate on prefent 
eftablifhments. 

When Mr. Yelverton was appointed Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer in Ireland, Mr. Fitzgibbon fucceeded him as At. 
torney-General. No man was ever better fitted for the of- 
fice. His firmnefs, his confidence in his own powers, and 
the bold tone with which he hurled defiance at his Parlia- 
mentary opponents, on every queftion conneéted with legal 
or conftitutional knowledge, often appalled the miaor mem- 
bers of oppofition, and fometimes kept even their chiets at 
bay. Thefe qualities, however, did not always conftitute a 
fure defence. The repulfe which on one memorable even- 
ing of debate he experienced on the part of the prefent 
Lord, then Mr- O'Neil, of Shane’s Caitle, whofe manly 
and honeft mind caught fire at the haughty and diétatorial 
language with which the Attorney-General had dared to 
addrefs him, is remembered by thofe who were then conver- 
fant in the politics of the day, and probably will not foon be 
forgotten. 

But though this daring, and, as it is often called, overbear- 
ing {pirit, did fometimes mifcarry, in general it enfured him 
fuccefs. A remarkable inftance of its efficacy occurred at a 
time when the minds of the people were extremely agitated 
by the reje&ting of their petitions for reform, and for pro- 
tefting duties. Ata moment when the ferment feemed to 
have arifen toa very dangerous height, an aggregate meeting 
of allthe inhabitants of the metropolis was, on a requifition 
of feveral refpeétable perfons, convened by the High-Sheriffs 
of Dublin, The Attorney-General was then the moft un- 
popular man in the country ; and the mob had, for fome 
time, been inthe habits of offering perfonal infult to thofe 
whom they fufpe&ed of being adverfe to their withes. 
Unawed, however, by thefe circumftances, Mr. Fitzgibbon 
’ attended only by one or two friends, made his way through 
the crowd, reached the huftings, interrupted a popular 
orator in the midit of his harangue, told the Sheriffs that 
they had a&ted illegally in calling the meeting, commanded 
them to leave the chair, and threatened them with an infor- 
mation 
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mation ex officie* if they prefumed to continue in it. He 
then left the aftonifhed aflembly, amidft the hiffes of the 
mob ;- and. the Sheriffs inftantly diffolved the meeting. 

Hitherto. Mr. Fitzgibbon had acted with an adminiftration 
which poifefled both the power and will to reward his exer- 
tions. When the event of the King’s illnefs, in 1789, un- 
hinged the Irifh government, he flood in different circum. 
flances. On that occafion, a majority of the Parliament, 
among whom were many of the oldeft fervants of the 
crown, declared forthe right of Ireland, as an independent 
country, to choofe its own regent. The Britifh cabinet con- 
troverted that right, and infifted that the regent chofen by 
the Britifh Parliament {hould be the regent for both countries. 
Mr. Fitzgibbon though no longer fupported by a majority, 
remained firm to his Englifh fgiends, and refifted, with his 
wonted boldnefs, not only the voice of the people, but what 
was of more immediate concern, a vaft Parliamentary ma- 
jority. The unexpeéted recovery of his Majefty, to Mr. 
Fitzgibbon certainly an happy event, rewarded his fuperior 
good fortune, or his greater forefight ; foron Lord Lifford’s 
death, he was created a Baron, and appointed Chancellor : 
itis alfo not a little memorable, that he is the firft Irifhman 
who has filled that important office! 

So far as refpeéts juftice, the country has had no reafon to 
lament his appointment, for his a€tivity and difpatch have 
made Chancery -fuits almoft ceafe to be an inheritance. He 
has banifhed chicane and unneceflary delay from his Court ; 
and though his decrees may fometimes be blamed as préma- 
ture, the paucity of appeals feems to augur, that all complaint 
of this-fcore is groundlefs. 

Since iis elevation to the Bench and the Peerage, he has 
had repeated opportunities of difplaying his former fpirit, 
and exprefling, with even more effe&t than before, his deief- 
tation of popular claims, and particularly that of a reform. 
He has fhewn an equal abhorrence of the Catholic preten- 
tions to fhare in the privileges of the conftitution. Of their 
claim to the reprefentative franchife, it is known that he was 
the decided enemy ; and though by the paternal regard of 
his Majefty, and the prudence of the Britith cabinet, the 
conceflion of that privilege was recommended to the Irifh 
Jegiflature, and adopted in confequence of that recommenda. 
tion, yet his opinion remained unchanged. With refpeét to 

fubfequent 


_* A profecution without the intervention of a Grand Jury, re- 
vived by him. 
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fubfequent claims, the Britifh miniftry have paid more atten- 
tion to his advice. 

His Lordfhip who has been lately in London, was reported 
to have left the feals in commiffion, in order to complete a 
plan which at one time would have been viewed with diflike 
by both countries. But fuch is now the miferable ftate of 
his native land, that any change would appear to be for the 
better ; and if an Union were attended with nothing elfe 
than a ceffation of carnage, every good man muft rejoice at 
the profpeét of it. 

The Irifh themfelves, who furely may be allowed to be 
competent judges of a matter that fo nearly interefts them- 
felves, are, however, at prefent of a different opinion, and 
the part aéted by his Lordthip, on this occafion, feems cal- 
culated to render him more unpopular than ever. 





THE DENOUEMENT. 
A Scene from the Clergyman’s Tale. 


[From the 3d Volume of «* Canterbury Tales,’? by Mifs Harriet 
and Sophia Lee. } 


ANY years were gone by fince Mr. Aubrey and Lady 
Trevallyn had met, and much had they to fay : But 
hardly had they entered on an intercfling fubject, ere 
difmal outcries for help came from the orchard. Mr. Au- 
brey could hardly move, and the Lady would have been ot 
no ufe. The fervants who luckily waited with Mr. Pem- 
broke’s coach, ran, on hearing the cries, nimbly onward ; 
and foon, to the horror of thofe in the parlour, returned 
almoft as haftily ; bearing Mr. Pembroke ftreaming with 
water, and in a manner lifelefs. Lady Trevallyn entreated 
they would bring the body in; but conforming to the 
orders of Cary, who was with them, the fervants carried the 
lifelefs Mr. Pembroke to his own coach ; into which the 
veteran, equally wet, jumped, and it drove rapidly away to 
the caftle. Lady Trevallyn took a haliy leave of Mr. Au- 
brey, to tollow on foot, attended by his fervant. 

Julia fhe found ina flate little fhort of diftraétion. Henry 
and Cary were employed in ftripping the body, and ufing 
whatever means might reftore it to life.-—The latter, inured 
to the contingencies and inconveniences of the world, was 
always prepared for them. He, therefore, produced a 
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lancet, and inftantly opened a vein in Mr. Pembroke’s arm ; 
which bled, though with difficulty. Henry haftened to 
lighten with this news the apprchenfions of Julia, and 
anxioufly implored Lady Trevallyn to fuftain the forrowing 
daughter.—The aétivity, recolle&tion, and tendernefs of 
Cary, had done almoft every thing that could be done for 
Mr. Pembroke, ere the doétor and furgeon arrived. But, 
alas! a misfortune had happened that Cary could not be 
aware of. The chill of the water into which Mr. Pembroke 
by accident flipped, had feized on nerves fo delicate, and 
the gout flying about in his habit had caufed a paralytic 
feizure, from which it was poffible he might recover, but 
merely pofflible : His fpeech was gone.—What an affliction 
was this for his children !—what a furprife to his fervants! 
who found in this event a confirmation of their extravagant 
notions; and not one now doubted: but that the difturbed 
ghoft announced the prefent calamity. 

Julia and Henry united to implore Lady Trevallyn, fince 
fhe could neither fhare their duty, nor lighten their forrows, 
to confider her own immediate comfort, by quitting this 
detefted caftle, into which, Julia, in bitternefs of grief, 
every moment exclaimed, fhe had broughi her father only to 
die. But they did not know the warm and generous heart 
of Lady Trevailyn ; who {corned to indulge a felfith pride 
or feeling, where friendfhip was concerned : And, ufelefs as 
fhe muft be, and odious as fhe found the place, there would 
fhe flay, to {hare the anxieties fhe was not able to relieve. 

A long, long night paffed away in medical, and vain ex- 
periments ; while the ftreaming eves of the kneeling Julia, 
fixed on the almoft motionlefs orbs of her father, vainly 
fought in them recognition. 

In the courfe of the following day, Mr. Pembroke came 
enough to himfelf to recolleét his deeply afflifted children, 
as by looks, and vain efforts to fpeak, he fhewed; but nota 
diftin& found could he utter. A few hours more made his 
confcioufnels of the imperfeétion of his organs a mifery 
indeed : Efpecially when he turned to Henry; who du. 
teoufly was ftationed on one fide of his bed, as Julia was on 
the other. Her hand he clafped inceflantly in his cold and 
clammy one, as if no feeling but affection remained toward 
her; while on Henry he fixed looks of fuch fad and anxious 
intelligehce, that the youth involuntarily laboured with the 
fenfe of fome unrevealed circumftance immediately con- 
cerning himfelf.—Oh! what fervent prayers did he put up, 
that the fufferer might be able to tell him the fecret, though 
both 
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both were to die one hour after. Julia, however melancholy 
her fituation, had only a father to lofe—Henry in his father 
feemed to lofe his fate. 

On the third morning, when worn out with watching, and 
utterly without hope, Henry and Julia were, as ufaal, liften- 
ing to the difturbed breathing of their father, they heard ‘his 
well-known voice imperfeétly fay, “* Who is there ?”— 
“ Your children! your miferable children!” both anfwered 
on their knees, and bathing his hands with tears ina moment. 
He caft a fond parental glance on their haggard looks, and 
foiled habiliments ; well knowing how to eftimate the love 
that would not allow them to leave him for an hour.—** My 
beloved children,” faltered the good man, “ life is always 
brief,— mine has nearly flown from me in a moment: Nor 
know I now whether Heaven will leave me another. I have 
much to do; and muft do it well. Let me difcharge my 
mind firft of its greateft duty. I am forry Mr. Benfon is 
already gone to Farleigh ; but fend, and intreat Mr. Aubrey 
to’ officiate. The ftate 1 am in warrants the liberty ; and, 
till he arrives, leave only a fervant in my room, that my 
agitated feelings may not rob me of the due recolleétion.” 

Oh! with what gratitude to Heaven did Julia impart to 
Lady Trevallyn, and Henry to Cary, this favourable change. 
‘The veteran had not once left his room fince the fad accident 
which he alone preferved Mr. Pembroke from perifhing by. 
The place was among his haunts; and, on feeing that gen- 
tleman reel into the water, he inftantly plunged in himfelf ; 
nor could a man lefs ftrong, or lefs courageous, have borne 
hint up fo long, or called fo loudly for help. 

Painful as the venerable Aubrey found the religious fum- 
mons, it was his duty to obey, and he had long learned to 
conquer every emotion inconfiftent with that. He found at 
the bedflide of Mr. Pembroke Lady Trevallyn feated, and 
the two young people devoutly kneeling : All three, with 
due reverence, and tearful anxiety, united in the holy rite, 
which, with determined fanéhity, the infirm Aubrey ad- 
miniftered. A fhort paufe afterward the fick man required, 
to colleét himfelf ;—he then ordered his whole train of fer- 
vants to be fummoned, who, now perfuaded that he was the 
culprit who had roufed the dead from their graves, entered 
with fear and trembling—wondering what crime he had to 
confefs. Mr. Pembroke caft his eyes over the group, and 
mifling Cary, would have him called. Henry forefaw it was 
poflible that he might not, fo fummoned, attend, and there- 
vite the veteran himfelf: Even he feemed 
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hot likely to fucceed ; for though, where he could be of 
ufe, Cary would have conténded with the elements to effe& 
his purpofe, where he could not be of any he heldit an op- 
preflionto be urgedto come. Henry, however, fo implored 
him that he yielded to weaknefs, not reafon, and followed 
the youth. Lady Trevallyn, as they entered, caft a curious 
eye on the fun-burnt vifage of the ftranger; but he gave 
her opportunity for nothing more, by abruptly haftening to 
acorner of the room yet darker than the reft, where he 
might witnefs all that paffed without being himfelf a party. 

Mr. Pembroke, apparently much revived by the pious 
duty he had performed, atrentively furveyed the anxious 
and inquifitive faces furrounding his bed, and more articu- 
lately began :—“* The folemn rite, my friends, by which 
I have juft fealed my faith in a better world, and made my 
peace in this, will I hope fully convince thofe prefent, that, 
though my organs of {peech are not perfe&, I am in full 
poffeffion of all my underflanding : A general conviétion 
of this is neceflary, to give credence to a painful and ex- 
traordinary difclofure Ihave for fome time meditated, but 
may no longer be filent upon, left an important fecret fhould 
fuddenly go down to the grave with me.”—He paufed, as 
wanting breath ; but his eye had been too intently fixed on 
Henry to leave any doubt either in the youth’s bofom, or 
thofe of the {peétators, that the fecret, whatever it might be, 
related folely to him. Was it happinefs or mifery ? thought 
Henty—an ague fhook him at the mighty queftion of his 
own foul. He had knelt by Julia’s fide, to fave the fick 
man turning from one to the other ; and now, as if to afcer- 
tain his hold on Mr. Pembroke’s affeétion, would divide with 
Julia the fond parental grafp of the cold hand, or thus en- 
folding her's with it, fought perhaps to make an equal claim 
to both. “* The circumftance my foul labours with is fo 
fingular, fo unexpeéted,” flowly refurned the fick man, 

and its confequence will fo aftonifh—’’ He had over- 
ftrained his newly recovered and weak powers, nor could 
he utter another fyllable. 

Expeftation fat on the fharp arch of every brow :—A 
fingle breath drawn might have been heard, and each perfon 
prefent hung on tiptoe over the one before him. A little 
cordial revived the invalid, and he again purfued his dif- 
courfe. “ Henry, my dear Henry, itis you who muft now 
fortify your mind ; for I am under the direful neceffity of, 
at laft, owning that you are no fon of mine.” A deadly 
palenefs increafed for a moment on the cheeks both of Henry 
Vor. XXXIV. Z and 
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and Julia; when a glance each half-raifed, and neither 
wholly ventured to, fix on the other, enriched their cheeks 
alike with a bloom that fweetly interpreted the emotion 
within. Julia then dropped her eyes on the ground, and 
Henry turned his with deep intenfenefs on thofe of his lan. 
guid friend, as though he would through them drag forth 
the difcovery his failing fpeech thus painfully prolonged. 
** Imagine not, beloved Henry,” continued Mr. Pembroke, 
* that it was to lower your pride, or wound your feelings, 
I meditated this folemn acknowledgement :—It is a relief 
lam obliged to give my.own confcience; and I call upon 
the God, whofe mercy I have fupplicated, to witnefs that 
I never {aw your mother—that you came a helplefs ftranger 
to thefe arms, and therefore can be no fon of mine :—But 
I have told you this, my Henry, only to make you fo.” 
To be continued.) 





SuHort DESCRIPTION ef MANTUA. 


ANTUA boafts of having been founded by the Etru.- 

trians, before the Trojan war, and is fituated on a lake 
formed by the Mincio, twenty Italian miles in circumfe- 
rence, but not more than two miles broad. It is large, well 
built, and contains a great number of churches, of which 
fome are very richly decorated. At the time when it be- 
longed to the Dukes of Mantua, who refided there, it 
reckoned upwards of 50,000 inhabitants, but does not now 
poffefs half that number. It has always been fortified, and 
its fituation has made it confidered in all Italian wars as the 
moft important fortrefs in that country. It has fuftained 
feveral fieges, and whenever it has furrendered, it has been 
more in confequence of a blockade, and want of provifions, 
than of open force, or the regular operations of art. Its 
chief means of defence confilt lefs in its fortifications than 
in the difficulties oppofed to the approach and attacks of an 
enemy. 

The town being entirely furrounded by water and marhhes, 
is only to be arrived at by three bridges, or principal caufe- 
ways, which are covered by works raifed at each of their 
éxtremities. Ic communicaics by thefe cauleways with the 
fuburbs of St. George, Si. Anthony, and La Favourite, 
which being capable of defence, mult be carried by an enemy 
before he can approach the town. If once the befiegers 
make themfelves mafters of thefe fuburbs, they may eafily 
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form and maintain the blockade of Mantua; but they are 
{carcely more advanced towards the formation of a regular 
fiege, as they can only open the trenches upon the narrow 
front of thefe caufeways which lead into the town. 

The waters of the lake ftagnating in fummer, the place 
then becomes very unwholefome, and thofe of the inhabi- 
tants who are in eafy circumftances generally leave it at that 
time. This unwholefomenefs is not the leaft of its means 
of defence ; for it isimpoflible to befiege it, without rifking 
the deftru€tion of an army by ficknefs. In almoft every 
fiege this place has fuftained, peftilential fevers have made 
great ravages both amongtft the affailants and defenders of it, 
but more efpecially the latter. Its former filk manufaétures 
are now nearly annihilated. A village near this city had 
the honour of giving birth to Vitgil.—Mantua lies 220 miles 


N. by W. of Rome, and is in lat. 45.10. N. 





Anecdotes of the brave Colonel Phelipeaux. 


R. PHELIPEAUX’s misfortunes commenced with 

his birth, when he loft his mother. His father fur- 
vived her but five years, at which time the care of his edu- 
cation devolved upon an uncle, who, removing him from 
La Vendee to Paris, he, when feven years old, obtained ad- 
miffion into the King’s military academy. Here quicknefs, 
judgment, and application, rarely united in the fame perfon, 
obtained for him more premiums than had ever been given 
to another, and doubled the accuftomed penfion. A fimili- 
tude of talents,’ and an equal thirft for knowledge, occafioned 
an intimacy with Buonaparte.—For nine years they fcarce 
paffed a day afunder, and a friendfhip then created by mu- 
tual admiration of exalted genius, continued amidft the 
party rage which defolated their country, and in too many 
inftances diffolved the moft facred connexions. 

Phelipeaux and Buonaparte obtained commiffions at the 
fame time, and ferved much together till the revolution, 
when the former, attached from principle and gratitude to 
the crown, joined in the exile of its adherents. 

Thrice, however, Phelipeaux was appointed by the princes 
upon the moft important and dangerous miffions,—to fup- 
port and make converts to the caufe of loyalty in France. 
Upon one of thefe occafions he was feized by the Republi- 
cans, but efcaped -fhortly after: Upon another vifit, being 
takeh into cuftody, he was immured nine months in a dun. 
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geon at Orleans, from whence he was removed to Baurges, 
and inthe fanguinary reign of Robefpierre ordered to be 
guillotined.—A few hours preceding the time appointed for 
his execution, he removed the bars from his window, which 
being three ftories high, had not been much attended to; 
and cutting his fheets into ftrips, he lowered himfelf to within 
fifteen feet of the ground, upon which he dropped, when 
happening to alight upon aheap of manure, he, aided by the 
night, effeéted his efcape. 

Inthe fummer of 1796 he went to Paris, with the defign 
of relieving Sir Sidney Smith, and his gallant friend Wright, 
from the tower of the Temple, eppofite to which he took an 
apartment, where he communicated figns to the prifoners. 
At length, affifted by two friends, he broke into the court 
of the gaol, where being difcovered by a fentinel, who gave 
the alarm, he and his comrades were compelled to fly. 

On the revolution of the 10th Fruétidor, he retired to 
Switzerland, where receiving intelligence that Sir Sidney 
Smith had been marked for flaughter, he returned to Paris, 
determined, with the aid of the fame two friends, to again 
endeavour to effe€tuate his deliverance. For this purpofe 
having provided relays of horfes, &c. on two roads, he forged 
an order from the Direé&tory to the keeper of the Temple, 
to deliver to him the bodies of Sir- Sidney Smith and Mr. 
Wright, in order that they might be conveyed to the Con- 
cergerie ; and difguifing himfelf and one friend in the uni- 
form of the national guard, he prefented the fuppofed order, 
which being inftantly obeyed, he and his friend, with the 
intended viétims, fet off in their fiacre. 

The public are already apprized that the driver having 
accidentally overfet a woman, occafioned a crowd to affem- 
ble, when the party in the coach deemed it expedient to 
Jeave it, whilft the greater part of the attention of the mul- 
titude was occupied by the female fufferer. After tra- 
verfing numerous bye-lanes, and twice lofing their way, the 
fugitives got without the barrier, where a carriage in wait- 
ing conveyed them.to the firft flage; they there got reftive 
horfes, which creating an aflemblage of the people, the 
party, which now confifted only of Sir Sidney, Phelipeaux, 
and Wright, walked out of the town, whilft other horfes 
were provided ; after which they did not experience any 
difficulty on their route to Rouen. Here they were com- 
pelled to remain eight days, during which time, returning 
from the country after the night-guard had been fet, they 
were challenged ; but Sir Sidney, who, pesomprates a 
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lady of the city, led the way, paffed the-wicker freely, as 
did Mr. Wright ; but the fentinel from foine circumfance 
demanded to fee Phelipeaux’s pafs, and the converfation 
attra€ting fome perfons near the {pot, Sir Sidney returned, 
and with that coolnefs and prefence of mind for which he 
is fo eminently diftinguifhed, faid tothe foidier, “ You may 
let him pafs, he is a geod citizen; I will anfwer for him.” 
Phelipeaux was inftantly enlarged. They on the following 
day proceeded to the coaft, and at length reached this 
country. 

Sir Sidney Smith, not lefs diftinguifhed for the warmth 
and goodnefs of his heart than for his profeffional ability, 
with a brother’s affeétion treated his deliverer. He accom. 
panied Sir Sidney in Le Tigre, and on arriving at Conftan- 
tinople, obtained, through the grateful friendfhip and juft 
difcrimination of our countryman, the rank of Colonel, and 
aregiment from the Porte. His fervices at, Acre are al« 
ready known. His conftitution, naturally delicate, and im- 
paired by his confinement at Orleans, was unequal to the 
unceafing aud anxious duty of the fiege—he had ftood with 
Sir Sidney Smith, with Captain Miller, and our other gal- 
lant countrymen, to receive three affaults the fame night, 
until the multitude of the flain occafioned putridiy. He 
for fome weeks grew progreflively worfe, and at the age of 
thirty-one died of a broken conftitution ; lamented, as he 
had been beloved, and perhaps not leaving a braver and better 
officer inany fervice. 





Direétions for making Mead of the beft Sort. 


[From Ifaac’s General Apiarian.] ‘ 


E are now to confider the mode of making that liquor. 

which was the beverage of our anceftors, the praifes 

of which, accompanied, by the lyre, refounded through the 

{pacious halls of the. princes of Britain. But perhaps it is, 

not at prefent known in what manner it. was made. The, 

ufe of f{pirituous liquors and foreign wines, which has 

proved the death of thoufands, has brought into negleét that 

beverage which the God of Nature defigned for the ufe of 
Britons. 

The muff, or wafh of the combs, and veffels in which the 
combs have been, may be boiled with a little, pounded f{pice, 
in alinen bag, over a gentle fire, for about. filteen minutes, 
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and feummed juft as the boiling ceafes. I think long boil- 
ing prevents a proper fermentation. Let it fland to cool, 
and pour the fine part of it into a veffel ; then filtrate the 
thick part, and add to the former the finer part, which you 
get by filtration. After fermentation takes place, which will 
be in a few days, bung it clofely ; and in a few weeks it 
will be fit to be ufed as common drink. 

Tothe above muft, before it is boiled, fome add as much 
honey as will make the hquid fupport an egg partly above 
the furface, and thereby have aliquor which will keep many 
years. They boil and manage it as above. 

But the beft liquor of this kind I ever tafted, had been 
made in the following manner. Inevery quart of water was 
boiled one pound of fine honey : It was {cummed as above ; 
after which it was made to boil again, with an ounce of fine 
hops to every four gallons, for about ten minutes, and put 
afide to cool. It was then tunned, and three weeks after 
bunged down. When twelve months old, it was bottled ; 
and when I drank of it, it had been in bottles four years— 
was almoft as pale as gin—had fomething of the tafte of 
good fherry, and was a ftrong and pleafant wine. It was 
made of water, honey, and hop, without any other ingredient. 

Dr. Warder’s direftion is this: “* Allow four pounds of 
honey to every gallon of water; mix it in your copper, 
then boil it, and fcum it well ; which fcum you may ftrain 
through Hippocrates’s fleeve, or a taper bag of fwanfkin, 
with a hoop at the broad end, letting the narrow end coine 
toa point. This bag will make it as fine as the other, 
through which you may put it. When your mead is almoft 
cold, tun it up, clay it down, and let it fland till it is fine, and 
old enough to drink ; which fometimes will be fooner than 
others, according to the time of the year, and weather that 
comes upon it after the time of making. This liquor is one 
of the choiceft wines, as well as the moft wholefome of all 
vinous liquors in the world, and ought to be made ufe of in 
poffets, &c. as canary ; and thus ufed, it is impoffible to 
know whether the poffet was made of your own mead or 
canary.’’——True Amazons, p, 109. 

He calls it Englith canary, and fays it is no way inferior 
to the beft Spanith wines. 





An ANECDOTE, 


HILIP DE COMINES was borna fubje& of the Duke 
of Burgundy, and had been a favourite with that prince 
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for feven years. Afterwards De Comines attached himfelf 
to the Duke’s great enemy, the King of France. He was 
induced to this by the following circumftance: One day, 
returning from hunting, with the Duke, (then Count de Cha- 
lorois,) in familiar jocularity, he fat ‘himfelf down before 
the Prince, and ordered him to pull off his boots. This the 
Count did, and laughed, but in return, for his princely 
amufement, dafhed the boot on Comines’s nofe, which bled. 
From that time he was mortified in the court of Burgundy 
by the nickname of the d00ted head.. Comines felt a rank- 
ling wound in his mind. He went over to the King of 
France, and amply exhaled his bile againft the Duke of Bur- 
gundy in thofe memoirs, which give to pofterity a moft un- 
favourable likenefls of that prince, whom he ever cenfures 
for prefumption, obftinacy, pride, and cruelty. ‘This Duke 
of Burgundy, however, had but one great vice, that of am. 
bition ; but he had many virtues. 





ON SERIOUSNESS. 


A ferious mind is the native foil of every virtue, and the fingle 
charaCter that does true honour to mankind. 
Dr. Younc. 


N habitually ferious deportment is, I think, one of the 
ftrongeft indications of an excellent difpofition, and 
feldom fails of commanding refpe& wherever it is found ; 
in perfons far advanced on the ftage of life, it it particularly 
becoming, I had almoft faid indifpenfably neceffary, in order 
to fecure them from contempt ; indeed, without fome fhare 
of this amiable quality, no individual can appear with any 
degree of refpeétabily ; a conftant frivolity of behaviour, 
even in young perfons, is extremely cenfurable, and juftly 
expofes.them to the imputation of a vain and thoughtlefs 
mind, unaccuftomed to refleétion, and unfolicitous for its 
own improvement. 

Is it poffible for fuch perfons to have confidered the im- 
portant purpofes for which they were called into exiftence ? 
Can they have at a!] reflected on the panies incumbent on 
them as reafonable beings, training up for a ftate of immor- 
tal felicity ? or are they entirely ignorant of thefe things ? 
if they are, how inexcufable muft have been their condu& ; ; 
the means of information are in our power, and cannot be 
negletied but at our utmoft peril. 
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It is certainly of the utmoft confequence imaginable to 
young*perfons, to be inured betimes to habits of refleétion ; 
the moment the young mind is capable of reafon, it fhould 
be taught to refleét, beforehand, on the confequences of its 
aftions, and to fprm plans for its conduét; this kind of dif. 
cipline cannot be begun too .early—its beneficial effeés 
would be unfpeakable ; it would give an early turn of fe. 
rioufnefs to the temper, and be an effe@tual prefervative 
againft that unpardonable levity of difpofition, which is the 
ruin of youth andthe difgrace of oldage. 

Toa negle& of this method may, in great meafure, be 
afcribed thofe glaring abfurdities and ridiculous inconfiften- 
cies fo confpicuous in the condu& of thoufands. Such per- 
fons are certainly entitled to our pity : Having never been 
taught refle€tion, how can it be expeéted that they fhould be 
able to fteer their courfe through life with propriety ? 
having never been taught to form plans for the regulation 
of their conduét, can it be matter of furprize that they 
fhould a& at random! 

There cannot be any thing more difgufting toa ferious 
mind, than the trifling frothy converfation of what is termed 
polite company ; in vain fhould we expeét to hear a fingle 
fentence which might have a tendency either to inform the 
judgment or improve the heart ; thefe are obje&ts for which 
their fuperficial minds have no relifh, and on which théy 
cannot endure to beftow a thought ; low witticifms, rude 
jefls, and immoderate laughter, conititute the chief part of 
their entertainment, or, perhaps, fometimes, for the fake of 
greater variety, criticifing withthe moft unrelenting feverity 
fome trifling defeét in the drefs or behaviour of an abfent 
acquaintance : Such a conduét muft become ftill more pet 
nicious, when fan¢tioned by the example of thofe trom 
whofe years and experience we might juftly have expe&ted 
them to have been patterns of every thing great and praife 
worthy. What melancholy inflances do fuch perfons ex. 
hibit of the deplorable efle&ts of an erroneous education ! 
Had the time and- pains which they {pent in acquiring mere 
fhewy accomplifhments been employed in endeavouring to 
attain ufeful ones—what a different fet of beings fhould we 
then have beheld; inflead of the infipid nonfenfe with 
which we are now perfecuted, as often as we have the mis- 
fortune of falling into their company, we fhould have been 
regaled with a rich variety of fentiment, combining inftruc- 
tion with delight. 


6 Anfwer, 
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Anfwer, by C. Heath, of the Nimble Cutter, to W. Harris's 


sg saa 
Rebus, infe rtead june 24, 
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is AIL gentle shidentinneta breatts,. 
That heed misfortune’s child, 

Who hear the penfive ftrains of woe, 
Without deceit beguil’d. 


Such gen’rous, minds, with pity mov’d, 
Itinerants relieve ; 
And in return, with pleafure great, 
Their GRATITUDE receive. 
*%* We have received the like anfwer from T. Jarvis, 
of Malborough; Serjeant Afh, an Exminfter volunteer ; 


Walter Bickham, jun. of Afhburton; Thomas Whicker, 


of Exeter; Roger Maffeit, of Cargreen; W. Hoare, jun. 
of Dean Prior; R. Burgoyne, of Newton Abbott ; Thomas 
Combe, of Stonehoufe;,M. K. Denziloe, of Newton Ab- 
bott Academy ; W. Chudleigh, of Newton Buthel School ; 
and J. Lane, of Briftol. 





Anfwer, by G. England, of Uplyme, to R, Withecombe’s 
j 


Enigma, i nferted uly 1, 
LIAR all men mutt defpife, 
Of mifchief he is fond; 
He is not like an honeft man, 
Whaofe word is as his bond 
*+® We have received the like anfwer from Serjeant Afh, 
of the Exminfter volunteers; W. Bickham, jun. of Ath. 
burton; J. Lane, of Briftol; R. Maffett, of Cargreen; and 
T. Coumbe, of Stonehoufe. 





A R 223-0: 
HEN ftern Bellona in her bloody car, 


Shakes lier red pluines, and lifts her iron {pear, 
Drives thro’ the ranks, and urges to the war, 
My firft tremendous follows in her rear. 
My fecond ftands confefs’d the guilty caufe 
Why man ’gainft man lifts high an hoftile arm, 
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Defies alike divine and human laws, 
Spreads difcord wide, diffeminates alarm. 
Reader! who’er thou art, my next is found 
In more or lefs degree within thy breaft; 
A mental weed ; let reafon’s power bound, 
And check the growth that cannot be fupprefs’d. 


My next, unnerv’d by fuperftition’s power, 
“ Sunk to the congu’ror’s arm an ealy prey ; 
Treafon and {loth prepar’d the fatal hour, 
And bow’d her neck beneath a foreign {way. 


More wide than Alexander's great domain, 
In climes where ne’er the Roman eagle flew ; 
My next fince time began extends his reign, 
And fill to lateft time fhall e’er fubdue. 


Thro’ blood and flaughter o’er the embattled plain, 
His fabre reeking warm with human gore, 

The warrior feeks by deathlefs deeds to gain 
My next, tho’ earn’d amid the cannons’ roar. 


‘ Should Gallia’s fons elude Britannia’s fleets, 
Land on our fhores, and dare us in the field, 
Be his my next, who from the foe retreats, 


Or fears the inftruments of war to wield. 


When the conflifiing elements engage 
In wild uproar, engend’ring pale affright ; 
When the loud tempeft howls with furious rage, 
My next increafe the horrors of the night. 


Eterna! Pow’r! Thou guardian of our ifle, 

Who bade proud ocean’s waves around us roll, 
Command my laft on Britons e’er to fmile, 

And may her influence fpread from pole to pole! 


My lay explor’d difplays its author’s name— 
A name the humbleft onthe rolls of fame. 
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“pute altogether unfuitable to the defign of the Entertainer, 
On other fubjecls we fhould be glad to hear from this corre. 


Shondent, 


+*#+ The poem relative to Dartmouth would probably give 
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The VILLAGE of ESTICORN. 





By a young Gentleman aged fourteen Years, of the Rev. Mr. Bidlake’s 


Grammar-School, Plymouth. 


i by yon wood (the ftranger faid) © 
Stood Alfred's mofly cot, ’ 
And with him dwelt his aged wife, 

Two children were their lot. 


The one, a youth of noble air, ° 
Tho’ fimply bred and born, 

He watched his father in the war 
Which rag’d near Efticorn. 


The other was a beauteous maid, 
Deck’d with a comely grace, 

Her eyes were like the morning ftar, 
Gave luftre to her face. 


Edward the noble youth was call’d, 
The maid Clarifia fair, 

A little {pot was ail fhe had, 
And which was all her care, 


Befide a little kid which fkipp’d 
About her when at play ; 

When on fome flow’ry bank fhe fat 
Sweet at her feet would lay. 


If Edward was engag’d abroad 
In fighting for his King, ° 

She with her harp would on the green 
Mott fweetly play and fing. 


It happen’d, on a joyful day, 
That Edward went to fight, 

When for his courage he was made 
Of Efticorn a knight. 


In Scotland now Clariffa lives, 
Both happy, bleft, and free; 
And near her Edward’s caftle lies, 

In which dwells mirth and glee. 


And all the neighbouring lords around 
With glory hail the knight; 
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Young Percy gain’d Lucretia’s heart, 
And wedded fair and bright. 


The gates pf Edward’s caftle now, 
E’en to the prefent day, 

Are open to receive the poor 
Who travel ling pafs that way. 


} . Their father, and their mother too, 
Make up the happy band, 
While Edward’s virtues quick are fpread 
Around the Scottih land. 


Plymouth, July 16. E. V. D. 





On viewing the Monuments in the Abbey Church at Bath, 


OW I tread, or feem to tread, 
The gloomy manfionsof the dead; 
Silent and fill the fleeper lies, 
Clos’d, for ever clos'd his eyes! 


Moulders here the lovely face, 

Ere while array’d with winning grace ; 
‘The pow’rful limb, the ftately form, 

The prey, ah me! of the devouring worm. 


Hither turn thee, lofty pride, 
Turn, and fora moment deign 
To lay thy witlefs {corn afide, 
And glance oblique of infolent difdain. 


Here the high-born and the brave, 
The wife, the beaateous, and the ftrong, 
(An undiftinguifh’d throng) 
Are laid together in the peaceful grave. 
Clofed, for ever clofed their eyes, 
Till the day-fpring fhall arife, : 
Till the final morn unfold 
Her orient portal bright with gold. 


Uhher the beams of everiafting light, 


‘ 

Annihilate the powers of night, 

Burft the fetters of the tomb, | é 

And fummon all that fiecp to their eternal doom. } 

y 
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ERE lie I muft, P 
Quite choak’d with duf, 8 
il 


And deftin’d to be fober ; 
Tom Webb, take care ' {i 
How thou com’ti here, 

For, taith, here’s no O@oder. 










